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On the 15th of November, 1862, the Board of Trade and 
the Mekoastile Association of the city of Chicago appointed 
CoramittesB to act jointly, in urging upon the National Legis- 
lature the importance of connecting the waters of the Mississippi 
with those of the Atlantic, by a Ship-Oanai.. A delegation of 
some of our worthiest and moet prominent citizens was selected 
to proceed to Washington, and to urge upon Congress the im-, 
portance of making an appropriation for the construction of 
this great work. 

Congress having failed to take action in the matter, the Joint 
Committee called a meeting of the respective bodies represented 
by them, at the Metropolitan Hall, on the evening of Tuesday, 
February 2i, 1863,. to listen to the reports of the Snh-commit- 
tees, and to take such furiher action as the importance of the 
subject seemed to demand.' " 

The meeting was numerously attended by the most prominent 
business men, merchants, and property holders of the city, 
when the following proceedings were had. 

On motion of Mr. Geoegb Steele, his Honor, the Mayor, 

F. C. SHERMAN, 

was nominated as President of the meeting, which was unani- 
mously adopted, together with the following 
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His Honor, on taking the Chair, stated that the object of the 
meeting was to hear the reports of the committees acting under 
the authority of the Board of Trade, and the Mercantile Asso- 
ciation, in reference to the great Ship-Canal, — a matter of great 
interest to the people, not only of this section, but of the North- 
West. As he was not familiar with the action of the Commit- 
tee, he would enter into no extended remarks, but would intro- 
duce to the meeting Col. J. W. Foster, who would make a 
statement with regai-d to the action of the delegation appointed 
to go to Washington. 

Col, Foster remarked : That having been appointed one of 
a Committee, on behalf of the Board of Trade, and the Morean- 
tile Association, to visit Washington, to urge upon the national 
representatives the importance of connecting, by a ship-canal, 
the waters of the Mississippi with those of the Atlantic, prima- 
rily as a war measure, and incidentally as an outlet for the 
accumulating products of the West, and that measure having 
been voted down, he deemed it proper, on behalf of the dele- 
gation, to submit a verbal statement as to the causes, or rather 
the combination of causes, by which it was defeated. 

He had supposed that a project of such national importance 
would not fail to command the sanction of the aaaembled repre- 
sentatives; that when they considered the past and prospective 
growth of the North- West, the exposed condition of the frontier, 
the navigable channels, ten thousand miles in extent, which 
would be brought uuder the eonti-ol of our gun-boats, and the 
pi-otection which would be afibrded to our vast inland commerce, 
alike against foreign and domestic foes, they would not neglect 
their constitutional duty — " to provide for the common defense." 
That when they further considered, that the great grain-crop of 
the North-W est had preserved us from national bankruptcy, had 
aftorded full employment to our commercial marine, at a time 
wiien cotton had almost ceased to be exjjorted, that it had fur- 
nished, during the past year, three-fifths of our domestic 
exports, and paid three-fifths of our customs-revenue ; tliat the 
proposed construction would act as a stimulus to production to 
the farthest verge of cultivation, enhance the value of the pub- 
lic domain, cheapen the bread of the Eastern mechanic and 
laborer, and swell our foreign commerce, in a single year, to an 
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extent far beyond tLe mere appropriation aeked for, Cmngrees 
would not neglect that other coriBtitntiooal obligation — " to pro- 
mote the general wellare." 

That the delegation had passed two niontlis in Washington, 
urging these views upoo the representatives of the people; that 
this project had received the emphatic endorsement of the 
President, and had, at the last session, been favorably reported 
upon by three of the Committees of the House, and that there 
was every reason to suppose it would pass by a eonsidtirahle 
majority ; but there were eleraeuts of opposition ■which, under 
the rnlinge of a hostile Speaker, and the manoenvpes of a hostile 
leader of the House, were allowed ample time to effect their 
combinations, in a manner to defeat the bill. That at an early 
day of the session, a representative from New York, (Mr. lios- 
coe Conklin) introduced a resolution of inquiry as to the most 
feasible mode of placing war-vessels on the Lakes, which was 
referred to the Naval Committee, of which his brother (Mr, F. 
A. Conklin) was a member. Both of these gentlemen had been 
defeated at the late election — a loss to the public service, which, 
he apprehended, would not be very widely deplored — in conse- 
quence, it is said, of their opposition in part to this measure; and 
the real object of this resolution was, not to elicit information, 
but to enable Mr. Y. A. Conklin, by a report, to vindicate the 
propriety of his course. That report, to use no harsher term, 
was a tissue of misstatements. He would not criticise the New 
York portion, but so far as related to the Illinois and Michigan 
canal, its author, without producing one tittle of evidence, de- 
liberately asserted that the cost of this improvement would be 
twenty, aye, thirty millions of dollars, instead of thirteen, and 
this " irrespective of the sums needed to pay damages to ensue 
from the overflowing of town plats, and lauds between Lock- 
port and the mouth of the river." It ivas an insult to Messrs. 
Gooding and Preston, who made tliose estimates, and who are 
known to the people of the West as men of integrity, and engi- 
neers of large experience, the one having been Engineer in 
Chief at the time of its construction, and the other its Super- 
intendent for the past five yeai« ; it was an insult to Col. Web- 
ster, who, under the authority of tlie Secretary of War, was 
detailed to revise those estimates, — monuments of whose engi- 



neering sl;i]l were to be found in every State from Lake Superior 
to tlie Gulf of Mexico. And this was tlie critieiem of a raan 
who probably never looked tlirougli a theodolite, or was capable 
of correctly reading its vernier. 

The speaker eaid it gave him no pleasure to make these accu- 
sations, but he knew no language too strong with which to char- 
acterize the acts of a man, occupying an official position, who, 
upon his mere i^e dixit, without being an expert on the sub- 
ject-matter, and with no personal knowledge of the country, 
except such as he had derived from a casual horse-back ride 
through it many years ago, thus attempted to discredit the 
estimates of engineers of the highest ekill and capacity. 

These estimates, thus assumed without the shadow of author- 
ity, were adopted by the opponents of the measure, in the sub- 
sequent discussion, and persisted in with a hardihood of assertion 
truly sni-prising. 

lie then remarked that the elements of opposition which 
combined to defeat this hill were of rather discordant materials, 
but might be classified as follows : 

1. Those who wislied to do nothing to impair the ties exist- 
ing between the Upper and Lower Valley of the Mississippi, 
and who hoped to make use of the importance of its free navi- 
gation as a means to force the North-West into some humiliating 
compromise. 

2. Those who, like Rob Roy, had planted themselves at the 
gateways of our commerce, and were resolved to persist in levy- 
ing black mail upon its transit. 

3. Those who were jealous of the overshadowing growth of 
Chicago on the one hand, and of New York on the other, and 
were apprehensive that the execution of this project would tend 
still further to their aggrandizement. 

He then stated that the analysis of the vote, by geographical 
bonudariee, showed the following result: 

New England threw her votes, with the exception of three, 
in favor of the bill ; New England, whom an Indiana member 
had charged, on the floor of the House, with having enriched 
herself out of the war, of owning the railway lines which 
penetrate the West, and of using those lines to levy extor- 
tionate charges upon their products ; New England, with an 



enlightened patriotism, virtually said tbat, although we derive 
no immediate benefit from the construction of this work, yet, 
regarding it as one of vaet national importance, and vitally 
easential to the prosperity of the North-West, we will cheer- 
fully assume our share of the burdens for ita construction. 

Pennsylvania, on the other band, from the outset, exhibited 
towards this measure, the moat bitter and unrelenting hostility ; 
and on the final action only one of her members had the manli- 
ness to vote in its favor. Her great mining interests, coal and 
iron, enjoyed almost a monopoly under the operation of the 
Morrill tariff ;^ — apolitical structure which had all the incon- 
gruity and groteacLuenesB of a Chinese temple, hut which, the 
speaker predicted, would soon be supplanted by one, harraouioue 
in all its parts, and whose portals would he open for the admis- 
sion and protection of aU the great industrial interests of the 
country. 

In the debate, Mr. Stevona, of Pa., Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and by virtne of his position, the 
leader of the House, participated. This scheme, the most 
important to the North-Weat of any that ever occupied the 
attention of the National Legislature, was characterized by hira 
as " a ditch," — " an absurdity,"—" a preposterous sham,"— a 
measure which " no one seriously thought would paas, but 
might possibly command twenty or thirty votes." Illinois wan 
denounced as " gra8ping,"^as "making demands which no 
decent man could vote for." Such was the statesman-like argu- 
ment addressed to the House by ita leader, upon a great ques- 
tion in which nine millions of people have a direct interest. 

The North-West had aright to expect that Pennsylvania, by 
reason of her close commercial connections, and the protection 
heretofore extended, by our representatives, to her great mining 
interests, would give to this project a cordial support; and that 
her leading representative, in describing the conduct of a sov- 
ereign State, would at least have preserved the deeorousneas of 
debate. 

The Border States east seventeen votes against, and five in 
favor of this measure, for the reason that they feared it would 
divert trade from its ancient channels; and this feeling was 
shared by Southern Ohio, and Southern Indiana, whose infiuence 



was sufficiently active to procure the passage uf resolntions 
thrODgb the legislatures of those States in opposition to it. A 
majority of the Oliio delegation, untrammeled by these instruc- 
tiouB, the speaker believed, would have voted for the measure. 
Perhaps Vallandigham expressed theii' true sentiments when 
he characterized it as a measure, calculated " to strike down the 
material interests of the citieB of St, Louis, Louisville, Cincin- 
nati, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, for the benefit of 
Kew York." Tiie speaker thought tbat tliia was a mistaken 
view; except that, owing to the precarious napigation of the 
Ohio river, the products of the Lower Yalley, at certain seasons 
of the year, would seek this route ; but to Missouri and Kansas, 
it would be the same as though their great river debouched into 
Long Island Sound, giving them a better navigation through 
this artificial channel, than through the natural one. But the 
objection resolved itself into this, that the products of the farmer 
of the North- West are to be loaded, for all time, with an impo- 
sition of fifteen cents per bushel, and are to be excluded from 
the markets of the world, except in the event of a national 
famine, lest it detract something from the ti'ade of these cities. 
This is the old war of progress against individual, or local, 
interest, which has been repeatedly waged in every civilized 
society, and in which the former lias always proved victorious ; 
it is the argument of the tallow-chandler against the introduc- 
tion of gas, and of the stage- coachman against the construction 
of railways. Public good must predominate over private or 
local interest. 

Even Missouri, whose lands would be nearly doubled in vaJne 
by the opening of this route, gave a divided vote; and Iowa, 
equally interested, cast her single vote into the hostile scale. 
On the other hand, Kansas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
Michigan (with one exception), gave to the measure an undi- 
vided support. 

He remarked that it was in the power of New York to have 
saved this measure. The city cast only one vote in its favor, 
and two against it; and from that quarter emanated the most 
virulent opposition. While Mr. Corning, the President of the 
N. Y. Central Railroad, gave it his hearty support, the represent- 
atives residing on the line of the Erie Pailroad, and the Cham- 
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plain Canal, voted against it. The analysis of the New York 
vote showed this result: Ayes, IS; noes, 6; ahsent, 9. 

It is needlesB, he continued, to puraue these unedifying de- 
tails further. Tou can jndge whether th« motives actuatiiig 
the opponents of this measure were high-minded, patriotic, and 
worthy of men occupying a national position, A ruler, of the 
comprehensive grasp of Napoleon, or William of Oeange, 
in the midst of the most desolating wars, could devise and exe- 
cute schemes, which redounded to the strength and glory of the 
nation ; but, lie feared, we couki hardly expect any such act of 
commanding statesmanship from the present Congress. 

Tliia scheme, thus stricken down by only fen majority, if ex- 
ecuted, would have afforded the most magniiicent ronte of 
interna! commtmieatitm ever devised, compared with which the 
conceptions of DeWitt Clinton sank into insignificance. It 
was entirely piaeticahle, and its construction would in no degree 
have embarrassed the finances of the Government. The saving 
in the movement of a single crop would have paid the whole 
cost of construction. 

So far as related to the Elinois work, the bill proposed the 
issuing of Government bonds to tlie amount of about thirteen and 
one-lialf millions of dollars, redcemaijle in twenty years, and 
bearing six per cent, interest, with the pledge of the tolls for 
the payment of accrning interest, and the ultimate payment of 
principal, for which the vast mass of animal and vegetable food, 
annually flowing through this channel, would Lave afibrded an 
ample guaranty. The issue of these bonds would have enb- 
Berved all of the purposes of a direct appropriation, and would 
have commanded the confidence of capitalists at a time when 
there was never so much redundant capital, seeking investment. 
So that the objects of tliis scheme, which encountered such de- 
termined opposition, might he summed up in a single para- 
graph : r/w loan of the Gov^nvieni credit, icith&ut involvint/ 
the necessity of raining a dollar by taxaiivn, to construct a wyrk 
"by which the whole system of namgaUe waters of the United 
States would /lOve Se«n placed under tlie pToteclio7i. and control 
of our gvTi-ioats, and ly which oJir internal commerce, in its f mo 
towards the. ocean, would have been relieved of an almost intol- 
■erahU burden. 
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The execurioD of this acheme, though deferred, is not defeated., 
The new apportionment of representation will increase its 
friends, and diminisli its foes. Its necessity, although apparent 
to every one familiar with the great cHn'ents of trade, will be- 
come more bo, with the progress of settlement and cultivation 
in the North-West ; and there will soon be a concentration of 
power which will break down every obstacle. It required nt> 
prophetic vision to anticipate the time — and that at no distant 
day— when the largest Missiesippi steamers would discharge 
their cargoes at the wharves of Chicago, and when onr propel- 
lers would take their departure direct for Liverpool. 

The Chairman then submitted the following 
REPOKT 



id the Mercantile Association of ike 
% the suljeet of a Ship-Canai. 



Of ike Board of Trade, < 
City of Chieago, t 

Tho undersigned, having been appointed a Oomjnittee, jointly 
on the part of the Board or Trade, and the MEEOionLB 
AsBooiATioN, of tiie City of Chicago, under the resolutions 
of November 15th, 1S63, for the purpose of taking such steps' 
as should tend to the opening of a Seip-Canal from Chicago- 
to tlie JdiseisBippi river, would respeclfuUy submit the follow 
ing Report: 

That your Committee selected adelegation, composed of soma 
o-f our most worthy and influential citizens, to proceed t^o "Wash- 
ington, and urge upon the Congress the expediency and neces- 
sity for the construction of such a work, primarily as a war 
measuvB "to suppress domestic insurrection," as well as "to 
repel foreign invasion," and incidentally as affording an addi- 
tional outlet to the rapidly accumulating products of the North- 
West, the result of whose labors has been communicated to 
you this evening. 

The recent action of the HonsB of Reproaentatives of the 
United States, in refusing to sanction the great work of uniting, 
by a Ship-Canal, the waters of the Hisslsaippi with tliose of tlio 
Atlantic, and the local and sectional jealousies which thwarted 
all attempts towards a cordial union upon a comprehensive 
cheme of policy, calculated to encourage the predominatlDg 
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interest of the couutry — its agricultural prodaete — have bronght 
the North-Weet to that position "where it hecomes her to pause 
and review her past history, and to devise measures to promote 
her future advancement. She is now called upon to decide 
whether she will consent to have her prosperity dwarfed by a 
ahort-sighted policy on the part of Congress, and by a spirit of 
exaction on the part of States intervening. between her and the 
sea-board, or whether, through a neighboring province, she wili 
seek those facilities of transport which are absolutely essential 
to her future gi-owth. 

TOPOOEAPmOAJ. FEATDKE8 OF THE OFFER MISSISSIPPI VAX-LET, 

The Committee beg leave to advert to our geographical posi- 
tion, and to the pressing necessity for the opening of new, or 
enlarged outlets for our productions. 

To the Upper Valley of tlie Mississippi an eastern outlet, 
cheap, commodious, and expeditious, is all important; while a 
BOnthern ontl^ is of comparatively no significance. 

That great valley js coinpoaed of three subordinate ones,, 
whose dimensions are as. follows : 

The Ohio basin 214,000 square milea. 

Tile Upper MisaiBsippi l«9,O0O " " 

The MiBsoari Bl S,000 " ■' 

Making a total of 901,000 " " 

The Upper Mississippi basin embraces an area nearly as great 
as the combined area of Great Britain, France, (.fermany, Aus- 
tria, and Italy. Excluding the sterile portions west of the Mis- 
souri, it may be pronounced the most uniformly fertile region in 
the temperate zone, healthful in climate, and attractive for im- 
migration. It is diversified by no mountain ranges, but consists 
of alternations of upland and lowland plains, of prairie and 
forest. It is watered hy numerous streams which afford a steam- 
boat navigation nearly 4,500 miles in extent. 

PEOGKKSS OF DEVELOPMENT. 

The States carved out of this territory have nearly duplicated 
tlieir population, as well as the area of cultivation, once in 
ten years, from the date of their aettlemeiit up to the present 
time, — exhibiting an expansion and development such as the 
history of tiie past in no other instance can parallel. 
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There are men yet living whose recollection extends back to 
the period, when the foot of the eettler pressed for the first 
time the west bank of the Ohio river ; and yet within a litetinie 
that region has become the abode of more than 9,000,000 of 
people, who within ten years have brought into cultivation 
26,135,000 acres of land, — an area nearly equal to all of the 
arable and pasture lands of England — and created a domestic 
commerce more than twice as great as the external commerce 
of the country. 

These States constitute naturally one group, which are indis- 
Bolubly linked together by a similarity of conditions in soil and 
climate, and by the geographical features of the country. They 
have already been designated as the " Food-Prodhoing" States, 
an appellation which they are destined to preserve for all time. 
About one-tenth of their territory is cultivated, and of the culti- 
vated, not one-tenth is farmed to its full capacity. Their princi- 
pal agricnltural products, by the census of 1860, were as follows : 
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Leaving out Ohio, the ratio of increase in these products, 
during the last decade, has been from 250 to 300 per cent., and 
the increase in the value of real and personal property has been, 
more than 450 per cent. 

If we institute a comparison between the North-West and 
other sections of the Free States, it will be found that while 
New England has slightly increased her product of wheat, she 
has fallen olf in that of corn ; that while the wheat-product of 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, has declined more than 



fl,500,000 biisliels, the product of tlie North-Weet liaB increased 
more than 55,000,000 buBhels. 

The wheat crop of New England is snfficient to support Iier 
people about three weeke ; that of New York less than six 
months; Pennsylvania is hardly self'-sastaining, while Ohio 
yields a surplus of less than 3,000,000 bushels. 

These statisties show to what gigantic proportions the grain- 
crop of the North-West has attained, and how dependent the 
sea-board States are upon it to supply their deficiencies ; and 
when it is remembered that, in addition to this, it forms abont 
three-fifths of the value of our domestic exports, and fnrnisheB 
that proportion of the customs-revenue of the country, it will 
be acknowledged that it constitutes by far the most important 
element of our national strength, and that it rests at the base uf 
our national prosperity. Tear after year these produclB have 
gone on increasing to such an extent that, at this time, all of the 
existing avenues of transportation are gorged. 



It may be said that as soon as the blockade of the Mississippi 
is raised, the Ntirth-West will again And ample ciiannels of com- 
munication with the sea-board. This is a popular delusion, 
which a brief reference to the statistics of trade will entirely 
dispel. In the early settlement of tlie "West, the Mississippi 
waa the only outlet tor the products of the country; but with 
the progress of development, the opening of the New York and 
Canadian canals, and of not less than five trunk railways be- 
tween the Kast and the West, rendered the free navigation of 
the Mississippi a matter of secondary importance. 

The heated waters of a tropical sea, destructive to most of our 
articles of export, a malarious climate, shunned by every north- 
erner for at least one-half of the year, and a detour in the voy- 
age of over 3,000 miles in a direct line to the markets of the 
world,— these considerations have been sufficiently powerful to 
divert the great flow of animal and vegetable food from the 
South to the East. Up to 1860, the West found a local market 
for an inconsiderable portion of her breadstutts and provisions 
in the South ; but, after supplying this local demand, tbe amount 
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whicli was exported from New Orleans was iueigQifieant, hardly 
exceeding two millions of dollars peranmitn. 

The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the 
year ending August 31, 1860, shows the amount of breadstuSa 
and provisions exported to foreign countries from New Orleans 
and New York reepectiYelj, as followa: 

Prom Stw OrUsna . From New TarL. 

Wbeat, basliels 8,189 1,680,908 

Wheat Flour, bnrrelB B0,S41 l,18T,20O 

Indian Corn, bushels 3a*,382 l,BBO,Olt 

lodiiin Meal, birrcls 166 86,073 

Pork, barrels 4,260 10B,a7U 

Haras and Bucon, pounds 890,230 18,181,719 

Butter, pounda fl5,aB7 4,7B5,14B 

Cheeae, ponniifl 68,891 14,410,117 

Lard, pounds ll,0fiS,48O IB, 882,131 

Tallow, pounds l,0O9,IBS 8,634,418 

Skiusand Furs {doll ar?) £360 81,394,912 

These facts show conclusively that, with the navigation of tlie 
Mississippi unobstructed, the great bulk of Western exports 
would flow through other channels. 

If we turn to the trade of the Ohio river, we shall flud that 
two-thirds of its agricultural pi'oducts flow up, instead of down, 
that stream. The following table is compiled from the aunual' 
report of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, for the year 
ending August 31, 1860 : 
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The Committee have given the annual product of some of 
the principal staples of the North- West, according to the census 
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of 1860. Tho crop, on wliich tboae returns were based, was 
nearly a third deficient, and taking the ratio of development 
thus established, we may safely assiime that the present annual 
product is at least fifty per cent, greater tlian that of 1859. 
This is shown both in the increase of our domestic receipts, and 
of our foreign exports. 

The increase of the provision -trade of Chicago, for the last 
four years, shows that these declarations are fully sustained by 
the facts, 

TABLE, ihmeing the Seeeipls of t/w Arliflc Txxmtdfor Ou i/rari I339-B2. 



ARTICLES. 


181)9. 


1880. 


18S1. 


1862. 


Flour, banela 

Wheit,bnfheU. ...... 

Com, " 

Oata, " 

Rye, " 

Birley, '■ 


728,321 
8,060,76ft 
S.-lOLSfO 

271,204 
111,694 


713,348 

14,427.083 

15,283,894 

2,1S8,S8S 

318.1t76 

017,619 

392,884 

177,101 


1,478,284 

17,380,008 

28,369,089 

2,Otl7,018 

490,989 

4B7,6S9 

878,902 

204,670 


1,666,391 
13,978,116 
2fl,ri74.3aa 
4.688.722 
1,038,826 
872,063 
1.348,890 
208.656 
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The amount of cereals coming out of tlie Great Lakes, en 
route to the eea-board, during the past year, was about 
110,000,000 bushels, to B.iy nothing of the animal food, auch as 
pork, beef, etc., etc., a contribution sufficient to feed the exist- 
ing population of the United States. Of this amount seventy 
per ceut. came out of Lake Michigan, and thirty per cent, from 
beyond the Mississippi. To transport this mass of vegetable 
food to tbe sea-board, the common carriers are paid not less 
than $50,000,000. 

This grain-culture of the N"orth-"West, yielding a crop greater 
than that of tbe Russian Empire, and seven-fold greater than 
that of Egypt, when it was the granary of the Roman Empire, 
is the growth of less than a quarter of a century. 



EXPOET9 OF BKEADSTDFFB, AND PB0VI8I0NS. 

After supplying the deficiencies ofthe East, the snrphis finds 
its way to the European nations, who pay us in specie, or im- 
ported articles, over $130,000,000. 



Tlie following returns of expoi-ts are taken from tbe reports 
of the Secretary of the Treaenry, for 1861 and 1862: 



Domestic Produce 












iaa,3a!,6a9 

328,414 


























$101,300,878 




Eiports to Canada, targe[ 


fl 23,650,04 3 










Jl 33,750,012 



The total i^ceipta from customs for tbe fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1862, were $49,056,397.62, of which the proceede of 
breadstuff and provisions furnialied three-lifths. 

TQE FOKEIOH DKMAND FOB EKEADSTUFFB. 

The redundant proportion of the European States will ecu- 
eume all of our enrplns products, without producing any sensi. 
ble diminution of price. The existing population of those 
nations is estimated at 280,000,000, of whom 150,000,000 are 
consumers of cereals to the auionnt of nearly 1,000,000,000 of 
bushels. With so vast a consumption, and with all the culti- 
vable land occupied, it is not worth the while to enter into a 
minute calculation as to how far the importations from this 
country will ieud to depress prices ; it may he assumed that 
whatever saving may be effected in the rates of transportation 
will inure to the benefit of this country. 

An eminent London h<)nee, in reply to a New York corres- 
pondent, who inquired as to the probable effect of an increased 
influx of American grain, states : 



aae apon Ote meaDs 
ID tbe memory of m 



" The masB of people xaaj be eonudered to preca ilwaja cl 
flubaiflterce, or supply of food, since there ie no inataoua with 
of any Inrge aecumulation of wheiit for want of buyers, or 

" As tlio British Empire uses barely ene-firih of the amount canauined, the 
value of wheat in England does not only depend on our own wants and supplies, 
but also on those of the other wheat- consuming countries ; the price in the English 
oinrket is in fact the current price of Europe, plot the cost of trunaportntion. • • 

"During llie last Iweoty-fiTe years Ibe English price nieraged Mi Bd per qunrter 
(f 1.03^ pi^r bushel), and taking ofi' Bs 6d (19} ceuls per tiuabel) for transport, we 



hftve 4Si (SI. 44 per busbel) as the prlcu for this period. Tliut figure Ims ulso been 
the Dantzic prioo for fiilly i oenlurj. * * 

"When Ihe improvements of trnnsport can be mada, wp think jou mnj divest 
youmelves of the appreheaaion that the contemplated aupptj of nbeat might be 
too lurge for our ova, or the general vants of Europe; &nd taking the enlarged 
view, jfou will deem it n matter of minor importioce whether, by snch operations, 
JOU will displease other compcUtors in EogUod, or enter InCb compotition iii other 

00NTmENT4L MABKET8 FOH WHEAT, 

The great European port for ■wheat-shipping is Dantzic. The 
wheat ia raised id Galicia and Poland, from five hundred to 
seven hnndred miles inland, and brought to the sea-board in 
flat-bottomed boats, suited to the navigation of rivers naually 
shoal and abounding in rapids — a mode of conveyance both 
tedious and expensive, costing from 6s. M. ($1.56) to 9«. 2d. 
($2.30) per cjuarter to place it at Dantzic. 

The other sources of supply are the outlets of the Mediter- 
ranean, and the Black Sea, Odessa, the Nile, and the Levant, to 
which the wheat is brought from considerable distances in the 
interior. The ehores of the Mediterranean are deeply indented, 
BO that the voyage is circuitous, and cannot be accomplished 
without consuming a month's time, and traversing a space 
equal to that across the Atlantic, 

If, tliei'efore, by increased facilities of communication, the 
American farmer can place his wheat at the sea-board fifteen 
cents cheaper than under the existing rates, he may safely en- 
gage in the European competition, and contend for a monopoly 
of the provision trade of the world. He need not depend 
upon any accidental deficiency in the crops of Europe, but rely 
upon a nearly unvai-ying market ibr alt of his surplus products 
abroad. 

rMPOKTANCE OF THE OOEN CEOP. 

The great crop of the grain-growing States, the one which 
rests at the base of all their prosperity, is that of maize, or 
Indian corn. It ia cultivated with little labor, is little aiFected 
by the vicissitudes of the season, and yields an ample return. 
All the conditions of soil and climate admirably concur to de- 
velop this plant in its moat vigorous form. It constatntea the 
most economical food for the domestic animals, thua snperced- 
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ing the necessity of the root-culture. The annnal product 
ol' this cereal in the North-Western States is not less than 
500,000,000 hnabels ; and yet, except so tar as it may be used 
on the premises where raised, or converted into some concen- 
trated t'orm like whisky, beef, pork, lard oil, etc., etc., it ia 
comparatively valueless. That which ie retailed to the New 
England laborer or mechanic, at sixty cents per bushel, returns 
to the producer seven or eight cents, the difference being used 
up in freights and commiasions. 

Tour committee have before them a statement of the results 
of one company which, during the year 18C1, shipped to 
New York l,72fi,143,^ bushels, much of which was gathered 
up at stations one hundred miles fi-om Chicago, for which they 
paid the farmer fifteen cents per bushel. The statement of 
account ia as follows ; 



62-100 buflhelfl $258,921.51 

78,668.0! 

( 



Freight bj rail, fl ctg, 

" to Buffalo, 15 18-100 
'■ to New York, ll 66-100 



566,855.63 



$040,424.81 



Thus showing that nearly three-fold was added to the value by 
reason of transportation. 

But let us scan the profits of the fanner who is supposed to 
reside five miles from a station. Granted that the stalks and 
husks pay for harvesting, the account would stand thus : 

One ilAj'a bsuling uitj buahcla oF ears, jJElding fort; bushels, for which 



Self and team. . ■ 

Sbelllng 

Net Inoome for producing g.6ll 

fS.DO 

which is nine cents per bushel, while the New England consumer 
pays at least sixty cents. 

This statement shows how essential it is to effect a reduction 
of freights on the raw products. With a saving of fifteen cents 
a bushel, and your committee believe it could be accompi 
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by tUc opening of a sliip-canal, the corn of the Noi'tli-West 
could be sent to every Eui-opean mart. 

Neither corn nor wheat will bear railway transportation over 
considerable dietances. When yon transport the one a hun- 
dred miles, and tlie other three hundred, you add to it about 
the cost of production. Railways are admirably adapted to 
passenger traffic, and to the conveyance of those articles to which 
an enhanced value has been communicated by the industry of 
man. In this traffic, time becomes an element of value, for 
which the consuraor is content to pay. 

THE NECESSITY OF ADDITIONAT, OUTLETS. 



The Committee liave thus e7ideavored to present some facts 
as to the magnitude of the productions, and commerce of the 
North-West; but, where these figures ascend to the region of 
millions, the mind forme very vague ideas aa to bulk and ex- 
tension. For instance, to borrow the illustration of a contem- 
porary, the cereals which last year went out of the Lakes, if 
placed in barrels and arranged chime to chime, would not 
simply gird the American continent from New York to San 
Francisco, but woidd bridge the Pacific, and terminate in the 
Celestial Empire. The hogs received at Chicago alone, during 
the past season, if marehaled in a continuous line, would 
stretch eastward as tar as Portland, while the cattle would form 
an appendage stretching to the City of the Saints. These illus- 
trations convey a visible idea of llie great mass of vegetable 
and animal food, which yearly passes from the West to the East. 
Por the past two years the warehouses of the Lakes have been, 
even during the active period of navigation, gorged with freight; 
the rolling stock of the railways has been worked to its ftdl 
capacity ; every craft that could float upon the Lakes has been 
put under steam or canvas; and the locks of the New York 
and Erie Canal have proved inadequate to expeditiously paee 
the throng of boats, eo that the voyage which ought to have 
been peHbrmed in nine days, was protracted to fourteen. 

It is the opinion of your Committee that, if at this time the 
project were entered upon of doubling the transporting capaci- 
ty of the csisting channels of communication, after the lapse 



of a single decade, tlie gliit "i^'oiild be as great as ever. 
Wkai is essential to the future growth, and developnient of the 
JVorth- West, is the opening of a broad, deep and commodious 
ship-channel between the Lakes and the Atlantic; so capacious 
as to enable our largest vessels to pass direct from Chicago to 
Montreid, and even Liverpool. 

Such a route, your Committee believe, can be obtained 
throiigb Canada. 

1. By the const/ruction of the Ottawa ship-caiial, with a 
depth of Pwelve feet of water, and at a cost of $12,057,080, by 
which route Montreal is brought Jim hundred miles nearer Chi- 
cago than New York city, and the distance to Liverpool re- 
duced not 1^8 thwn eight hundred. The time consumed in the 
voyage to Montreal need not exceed ten daya; the cereals, 
partaking of the temperature of the eonl waters of the Ottawa, 
instead of the tepid waters of the New York cannl, would bo 
far less liable to be marked aa '* rejected ;" and the coat of 
transportation on each bushel, at a moderate estimate, would 
be reduced fifteen centa. Thia canal, when conatrueted, would 
at once aecure a large proportion of the corn-trade of the Lakes, 
and at the aame time would afford the most feasible route for 
the introdnction of railroad iron and salt into the North-West, 

There are now over 11,000 miles of railways in operation in 
the Grain-growing States, whose maintenance requires an 
annual conanmption of a vast amount of iron. The construc- 
tion of the great Pacific railway is about to be undertaken, and 
iti friends, with a reasonable probability of success, have asked 
Congress to admit the iron for its track, duty free, if the price 
here should exceed 860 per ton. At all events, the public sen- 
timent of the country demands, and will bring abont, such a 
modification of the tariff, as shall admit English iron on reason- 
able terms; in which event, thia route would prove the cheap- 
est for supplying the Lake region with railroad iron, and 
would I'urnisli grain-vesaels with return cargoes. Salt would 
alao form a large item of direct import to the West; the 
receipts of which, at Chicago alone, in 1863, were 612,003 
barrels, besides 13,047 tons, and 278,780 sacks, used for the 
purposes of packing. 

2. Bji i/i^ enlari/&»eni qf thae^iiatinq looE» *^ "Aia Gtt.TiaA\'v(\ 



canals, so as to pass our largest a-qfi to the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. The total distance from Chicago to Montreal hy this 
route in one t/ioitsand two hundred and ^ty miles — one hundred 
and fifty-two miles shorter than hy tfie New York and Erie 
canal to Ifew York oiii/, besides dispensing with the labor of 
transhipment. 

In view of all these factB, jour Ooiiiniittee cannot but com- 
mend, as wise and politic, the recent action of the Legislature 
of Illinois, in directing the Governor to appoint a eomniia&iou 
to visit the Canadian authorities and to represent to them the 
importance of either enlarging the existing channels of com- 
munication, or opening new ones, between the Great Lakes and 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

In conclnsion, the Conimiltee would submit for adoption the 
subjoined resolutions, 

GEORGE STEELE, GEO. ARMOUR, M. C. STEARNS, 

W, a HOnGHTELLING, IRA Y. MtJNN, 

aomniitU'e of Ow Bom-d of JVoA. 



NELSON TnTTLE, 



. BF.XEDICT, JOHN TFRRELL. 

Commillee if tlie M^rcnntilc As»ocialion 



KK SOLUTION a. 

Eesntim!, That It la tlie true policy of everj sniigbtened govemmeDt to encour- 
uge ibe development oF its agricultural industrj, wbieb ia tlm main-apring of its 
proapetitj; not only to stiiiiuiutB production, but to open marketH for ilsesehange ; 
and tbat, tiierefore, we cannot but condemn tlio rettoul action oT the House of 
Repreecnta tires of the United States, in refusing to open a commodious vater- 
com muni cat! nn between the.East and (he West, uppUcabli: alilie to militarj defense 
and commercia] intercourse, as unwise, impolitic, wid as a direct blow aimed tt 
tlie ludterial prosperity of tlie North-Wcst. 

Raaiiml, That while tbe mining intercalaof Pennaylrania are hedged about with 
duties almost prohibitory, operating SB a tax for ber benefit, upon ever; benrth- 
stone in Chicago where coil is consumed, und upon every bar of iion laid down 
upon the railroads of Illinois ; the great graio-crop of the Korth-Wcst, which has 
preserri'd us from natiitnal bankruptcy, which baa given employmeot to our uom- 
meroial marine at a time when cotton had almost ceased to be exported, which has 
fed the sea-board States, which has furnished thrce-lifths of our dumcstlc exports, 
and Indirectly paid into the treasury of the United States tbree-S^hs of all the 
customs-duties, is an interest of sufBciant m^gnitudii to conunand gome ahare in the 
national legislation. 

JlsMived, That we hereby tender the right hand of felluwship to New England for 
the ttlmoat aadiyideil support vrhiuh her representatives viteoded to Ihla meosare, 
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eiliiblting, in thla reg>rd, a comprehenaiire statesmaaship iii atriking contrast witli 
the locui jeatousieB, and bigoted pplicy of otber sectiona of the Union. 

Reio/ved, That we gWo a oordial and emphatic endoraement to thn recent action 
of the legislature of Illiooia, in empowering the Governor thereof to appoint a 
Committee to visit the Provincial Oovemment, and Parliament of Canada, and the 
GoTemmcnC of Groat Britain, if ilecmed adtiaabte, and to raepectfully urge upon 
upon tbone bodies the iuiportanee of opening new, or enlarged channels of comniu- 
nication between the Great Lakea and the Atlaolic, for the ontletof Western pro- 
ducte, believing that the eatabliahment of cloae commercial relatione would be Che 
Burcst gnaranty of an enduring peace. 

Rrtohed, That a CominitlBe of five be appointed bj the Ch>iir to proceed to 
Canada, and co-operate nith the Committee appointed by the authority of the State, 
in urging upon the Provincial Governmeot the policy of opoaing new, or enlarged 
com muni cations for the accomniodalrion of our rapidly growing commerce, 

Rfnohmi, That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be sent to eaob of our 
senators and representatives in Congresa, with the request that they vote against 
all Bchenies for the aggrandizement of particular sections, and all lariB*s wboge aim 
and otgect is prot<!ctian, not revenue ; and that it is the expression of the matured 
opinion of this meeting that, while millions are voted for the defence of the sea- 
coast, It Is [|Ulte aa important that the Qoreronient should he able lo asaert Its 
supremacy over ail of the navigable 1 ikes and rivers of the West ; qaile ae impor- 
tant lo be able to suppress domestic insurrection, as to repel foreign Invaaion ; nor 
oaD we endorse that doctrino Bo recently vB^crled anil actad OD by the Honae of 
Representativea, that fretk water is sectional, while kkU water aloue ia national. 

These resolationa were unanimonsly adopted. 

On motion, his Honor, the Mayor, was made Chairman of 
the Committee, nnder the fifth resolution. 

The following gentlemen compose the Ooiiimittee, nnder the 
fifth rcBoliition : 



Dr. BRAiN.\Rn being introdut-ed, (iroceeded to make a few 
remarks on the difficulty of obtaining transportation for the im- 
mense amount of food raised in the West. lie said, here are 
fields of gniin rotting, the cattle are turned into them, it ie used 
aa fuel, while in Europe nations are snifering for the want of it. 
They arc willing to pay for it, but here slips in Pennsylvania 
and says she will block the channels, and the Nortli-West shall 
not build np cities greater than lier own. He spoke at some 
length in favor of the Canadian canal, showing that the St. 
Lawrence was the natural ontlet of the Lakes, and recapitulated 



all the advantages, which he thought would be likely to result 
from the completion of the plan proposed bj the Illiuois Legis- 
lature. 

He wa3 not very sanguine that Congress wonld ever he 
induced to do anything for us. It was to the people of the 
North- West that he looked, who, when they nee that our pro- 
pellers can sail out of Chicago direct to Montreal, will be apt 
to take an interest in the matter. 

Wm. Eboss, Esq., of the Chicago Tribune, being called, 
spoke in Bubstance as follows : 

This meeting is properly a continuation of a movement 
which commenced in 1355. It is in no sense political in its 
character; but has reference to the pressing wants, and' the 
highest commercial interests of the great North-West, and of 
the nations on the other side of the Atlantic. The people 
there want cheap food; the North -West can supply it in 
quantities practically without limit. Already the means of 
tranait are completely clogged with our enrplus, and new and 
greatly enlarged means of transit to the ocean must he pro- 
vided, or prodnction must stop where it is, aud our vast and 
magnificent prairies must remain undeveloped for an indefinite 
period in the future. 

The movement referred to in 1855 originated with the Board 
of Trade in this city — a body of men of whom it is but just 
to say that, for integrity, far-seeing sagacity, and patriotic 
devotion to their country's best interest, they have no superiors. 
They understood the extent and the resources of the North- 
West, and foresaw in 1855, the difficulties which now lessen 
the production of the West, and cramp our commercial pros- 
perity. On the 13th of September of that year, the venerable 
gentleman at yonr right—one of our oldest and most substan- 
tial merchants, Goo. Steele, Esq., and your speaker, as dele- 
gates from the Chicago Board of Trade, met in convuntion at 
Toronto, delegates from that city, Oswego, N. Y., Barre, C, W., 
the county of Simcoe, and other places, and the result was the 
procuring a sorvey for a ship-cauat sufficient to pass vessels of 
a thousand tons burden, from the (Juorgian Bay to Lake Ontario, 
near Toronto, The survey was made by Kivaa Tulley, Esq., of 
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Toronto, and Col. R. B. MasoD, of this city, as consulting en- 
gineer, and the project was shown to he entirely feuaible. True, 
the coat of the work was large, but the commerce to he accom- 
modated, and Ihe interests at stake, were of corresponding mag- 
nitude. The assertion then made by the Chicago delegates, 
that, should the work then be undertaken and completed within 
five yeare, the West would furnish it, and every other availa- 
ble channel of transit to the ocean, with all the businefis tliey 
conld do, has been more than realized. The Georgian Gay canal 
project was then the beat route that was known. He firmly be- 
lieved now, tliat it had advantages that would insure its con- 
fltrnctioTi at no distant day. 

But in disenseing routes of transit through Canada, from the 
Great Lakes to the ocean, it does not become ns to have any 
preferences. From surveys recently completed by the Cana- 
dian Government, it is now claimed that the route through Lake 
Nipissing, and by the Ottawa river, can be opened for much 
less money, and on the whole has several advantages over the 
Georgian Bay project. This is a matter for our Canadian neigh- 
bors alone to determine. He was convinced that by the time 
they could open both routes, the West could and would test 
their facilities of transit to their utmost capacity. England 
wanted all the surplus products the "West can furnish, for a gen- 
eration at least. But with the growth of our exports, the con- 
sumption of English manufactures would keep pace, ami hence 
retuni freights would be secured, and a steady and an increasing 
demand ho kept up for English goods. The opening, therefore, 
of one or more of these routes through Canada, is aa certain as 
any event whatever in the future. You show a Yankee and 
John Bull how each can make a dollar out of the same trans- 
action, and it is as good as made. Let the venerable old gen- 
tleman on the other side of the Atlantic be convinced that he 
can get all the food he wants for his starving children at a great- 
ly reduced cost, and he will roll up his sleeves, and open these 
canals in the shortest possible time. When he undertakes a 
thing in good earnest, it is sure to be done, and well done. 

The thing to be doue on our part is to present the figures 
showing the extent, the resources, and the rapid and wonderful 
growth of the North- West. The tables cci^liS.'R^'-«i 'Oiiffi.vi^ys^ 



aud Biicli aa these, furnish arguments for the oiiening of new 
routes to the ocean, wliicli no special pleading can gainsay. 
They are conclusive as to the past, and reasoning from thetu, 
and from the vast tracts of fertile country Dtill to be developed 
west of the Lakes, no man of any commercial sagacity could 
doubt that the Ottawa, or the Georgian Eay ship-canal, or both 
of them, must very soon become of vital importance to the 
agriculture and commerce of the "West, and to the actual food 
necessities of GreatEritain. He thought, therefore, that attend- 
ants of this meeting might rest assured that tliey were e 
in a movement that must, in a very few years, be entire 
cessful. They could also labor with the certainty that their 
efforts would greatly benefit two groat nations, and promote the 
highest interests of our christian civilization. Every enlight- 
ened patriot in the old and the new worJd, would bid the move- 
ment God speed, and abundant bucccbs. If the man "who 
made two spears of grass grow where but one grew before," 
did the public valuable service, those who inaugurated and com- 
pleted tlie improvements, by which a great nation was furnished 
with cheap food, and also a large remunerative market was 
opened to its industry, while at the same time the surplus pro- 
ducts of another great people were sold at paying prices, and 
manufactured articles were furnished at cheaper rates, thus vast- 
ly increasing the means for the intellectual and social progress 
of both, would be ranked among the benefactors of the race. 

Mr. Chahlks Waxeek concurred in all that had been said. 
It had been one of bis desires to live to see the waters of Lake 
Michigan flowing into the Mississippi, and he thought that the 
successful accomplishment of the Canada project would bring 
it about. One word about Pennsylvania. The time is coming 
when we shall not depend upon that State for our iron. If I 
live to ihree-Bcore years and ten, I shall see nails made in 
Chicago from iron which now exists in the North-West. 

S. B. FsQBT, Esq., next addressed the meeting. He said 
that he was present at Washington at the time of the discussion 
in the House of Representatives, upon the Illinois ship-canal 
bill, and was struck with the illiberalfty and unfairness with 



which it was opposed, and particularly on the part of Mr. 
Sterena, of Pennsylvania. 

This measure was earnestly, and in good faith, presented by 
the Nortli-West, and it was entitled to dignified and respectful 
consideration. This consideration it did receive from New 
England, whose representatives fully appreciated its importance 
as of national magnitude, and gave it a generous support. 

Tlie defeat of this meaenre showed that certain sections of the 
country, which have levied heavy tolls upon our indnstry so 
long as to feel that they have a vested right in them, are deter- 
mined not to relinquish their grasp. 

Tliis discussion deeply impressed him with the fact that the 
North-West nmst look to herself, her own energy and capital, for 
relief. It is high time, he said, that we recognize the distinct 
admonition which the defeat of this ship-canal bill, accom- 
plished hy such means and influences, gives us. We must 
arouse ourselves from the qnieseent state in which we have 
rested. 

We were no longer in oar swaddling clothes. We were in 
a position to assort and work oat a reasonably independent eom- 
mercta! existence. We have capital and industry enough, if 
properly protected and directed, to enable us to demand, achieve, 
and maintain our commercial rights against those who have 
heretofore controlled and monopolized them. 

It was high time that those who had their selfish grasp upon 
our industry, should be made to see and feel, that we were 
determined, that we had t/ispmoer to make onr rights res]>ected, 
and that wo meant to make that power felt. We asked for 
simple, even-handed justice, no more, no less, and that we 
ought to claim against all opposition. 

We wanted, and must have, a cheaper and freer outlet for 
our large, *nd increasing products. No one route can afford 
the facilities of transportation which we needed even now, yet 
if it could, it is not just to us that we should be subjected to 
the dangerous power of monopoly, which a singlo route has. 
With mof-e than one route, there would be competition, and we 
could then obtain the justice which is now denied ns. 

It was then of the utmost importance to our commercial 
interests that we secure 'the construction of a ship-canal to Lake 
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Ontario, through Canada, of a size and capacity sufficient to 

float any of our lake vessels. It would open to us a European 

market, and insure to us fair treatment, cheaper tolls, and more 

just and satisfactory commercial relations with the lines of 

transportation now in existence. For these reasons he favored 

the appointment of the committee to carry out the object of 

the resolutions. 

« 
The meeting then adjournijd. 



ILLINOIS LEGISLATURE. 



JOINT REBOLUTION. 



oiis/y by Ae Senate and Haute of Rtpntcntalivei of the Slalt of 
nimoit, lAs 14tA day of Ftiruary, 18aS. 



WsiaEis, It la of tlie first importiiioe to the grenc produomg States of the 
North-Wcst, interested in the tmiiaportatioD of tbcir Tarioue produutioiiB to the 
BBBboiird and to Europe, by thu way of the Great Lakes and the literB utid oalisla 
nectiug those Lnkta with the Atlantic Ocean, lu fipoute to thoraaelTes the moat 
enlarged and liberal avenues of eommunicatioii possible, withoat reference to tbe 
faDt whether aucb aTenues ate furnisbed by their own or another Qoyeroment, 
provided they seeure to said Stales and their people the greatest mluQ for their 
productions at borne, by transporting them to tbe markets of the world al tbe 
least uost and elpense ; 

And WnEREAa, Fiooi the recent Bction of the Congress of the IlDiled States, 
under a combination of ci reams tan cea as argent as it is probable can <iver again 
be brought to bear upon the question, that bodj declined to aid In opening such 
enlarged fauilitiea as the aeccsfitles of the great food-prod noing Weat so impe- 
rious)]' demand ; 

And WnKBEiS, The capacity of these North-Western producing States in the 
single Htuple, never-failing and cbcaply-gronn crop of Inilian corn or maize, can 
Bcarcel; be estimBted, and noutd eoon amount to hundreds of millions of bushels 
per annual, were enlarged and conaeiiueDCly cheap means of transportation pro- 
1, securiug at once an iaeome for the outlay, and a proGt to the producer and 
umer at home and abroad, and developing, at the same time, minua of wealth 
ir broad prairies, equal to the greatest bappiuesa and desires of those who 
inhabit them *, 

AsD WuERKAS, The rivers and caniJa of Canada can readily bo improved and 

adapted to the luosi liberal means of Iranaportatiou from the Western States to 

tba Alluutic Ocean, and with mutual advantage to the construction of such 

DUes, and all having occasion to avail thcmBulves of them ; fumiahing, at tbe 

10 time, the means of avoiding in a good degree the heavy lulls and charges 

t no* so enrich tbe State of New York, at the oipenac of the Western farmer : 

Bi U Umrtfart Ritolvtd by the Senate of (Ae Slnle of IHinois, tin' ffoiisr of Repre- 

•ncarr'ns herein, That a State coiumittee of five citinens of the State be 

uppnioted by the Uovercor, with full power and authority on behalf of this Stale, 
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to petition, or to proceed personally to the Froyincial Government and Parlia- 
ment of Canada, and to the Government of Great Britain, if deemed by them 
advisable, for the purpose, in any proper' manner, of respectfully presenting to 
those Goverrments the statistics of production and trade of the Western States, 
seeking enlarged and cheaper outlets to the East and to Europe, for their pro- 
ducts by the way of the lakes and of the rivers, and new or enlarged canals of 
Canada; and to respectfully solicit from said Governments all proper consideration 
and action upon a subject of such great and rapidly growing importance to them, 
as well as to the Western States, interested in such enlarged facilities of inter- 
course with the Atlantic ports and with Europe. 

Jtesolvedy That our neighboring States, similarly interested, be, and are hereby 
respectfully invited to appoint like State Committees to act and co-operate with 
the committee hereby appointed, for the attainment of the objects herein set forth ; 
and that the Governor be and is hereby requested to send copies of this joint 
resolution and invitation to each of the States so interested, and to our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, and to furnish an authenticated and official copy 
of the same to the committee hereby appointed, and that the preceding preamble 
and resolutions be printed for the greater convenience of so doing. 
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